Introduced by Council Member Joost: 

RESOLUTION 2009-730
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE TWINNING OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE AND SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO AS SISTER CITIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville has long valued its sister city relationships with other cities throughout the world and has reaped the benefits of mutual exchanges and cooperation in areas such as trade, culture, education, science and technology; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Sister Cities Association determined that Jacksonville should establish a sister city relationship in Puerto Rico to complement the sister city relations already enjoyed with cities in Argentina, Brazil, China, France, Korea, Russia, and South Africa; and


WHEREAS, San Juan, Puerto Rico attracted Jacksonville’s attention because of its rich history, a thriving economy, and a keen interest in establishing formal ties with Jacksonville; and 


WHEREAS, after a year of planning and cooperation coupled with the creation of the Puerto Rico Chamber of Commerce, the City of Jacksonville, Florida and San Juan, Puerto Rico have agreed to formally enter into an agreement and understanding as sister cities to promote mutual understanding and friendship between the people of our two cities; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City of Jacksonville hereby enthusiastically endorses the spirit and goals of the agreement that will be formally signed on October 2, 2009 between the City of Jacksonville, The United States of America and the City of San Juan, Puerto Rico establishing a Sister City Relationship, and looks forward to many years of mutual understanding and friendship between the two cities which will promote mutual exchange in the fields of education, culture, business and health


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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